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Strategic Depth through Soft Power:
The Domestic Production and International Projection of 

Turkish Culture
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During the Opening March of the World 

-
-

presence in Tunisia: the , a 
private language school also acting as a Turk-

the Turkish television series 
ry

Indeed, Turkey is increasingly seen, if not 
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openly challenge Hollywood codes. And these 
productions are often exported internation-

Sea region and in the Arab world, thereby 
-

success of the 

which openly deal with sensitive international 
-

Val
does not break with the codes 

-
aggerated portrayal of good and evil. Instead, 

undercover agent protecting the weak, de-
fending helpless children and saving villages 

fair-haired and blue-eyed Daniel Craig in 
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dience, the  franchise heav-

-
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sacre in Mukaradeeb and the Abu-Ghraib tor-

patients in the West awaiting transplantation. 

the US and in Europe, it was a good export 
product throughout the Arab world.

-
en together, they point to a growing trend as 
well as to a characteristic feature of the Turk-
ish foreign policy, in particular under the AKP 

-

in the Arab world and in neighbouring coun-
tries of the Black Sea region, in order to gain 

-
cial advantages. The conceptual cornerstone 

Depth, which contends that Turkish history 

strategic location) provide the country with 
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In this context, this issue addresses the 

Stated otherwise, the purpose of this issue is 

is the focus that the review oper-

-
key will not be dealt with here. The interested 

as , the 
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 or  which 
have regularly addressed these issues at great 
length.

how Turkish scholars understand and apply 
soft power and how the Turkish state has de-

power. Second, these strategies of soft power 
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cess of Turkish soap operas, to the spread of 

to the bids of Turkey’s capital city Istanbul 
to host a series of international events. These 
case studies highlight the way in which cul-

received internationally. They also point to 
subtle and interesting evolutions in the kind 

-

-
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understanding of soft power within Turkish 

Depth as the conceptual basis underpinning 
Turkish foreign policy. It then reviews the in-

the disposal of the Turkish state when trying to 

proliferation of various cultural institutions 
which, as is the case for the Turkish Cultural 

with another. Another perhaps unexpected re-

see between hard and soft power.

-

international success of Turkish television se-
ries. These series often address pressing soci-

-

resonate across the Black Sea and Arab world, 
leading for instance to a situation in which the 

-
en in the Arab world. Paradoxically enough, 
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been harshly criticised within Turkey by se-
nior AKP politicians as well as by regulatory 
authorities such as the RTÜK.

-
-

thought in traditionally secular urban classes 

-
lation. Rather, it corresponds to the desire to 

-
tity otherwise perceived as overly cold and 

representative of this spiritual revival. Inter-
estingly, the international success of her books 

the border of Turkey.

Turkey’s Cultural Capital Has Shaped Its 

convincing account of the way Turkey rede-

-
-

-

of the European civilisation, in a tactical at-

negotiations. A few years ahead and with ac-

-

diversity with its eyes riveted on Europe.
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